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INDIAINDIAINDIAINDIA    
LAND OF ENCHANTMENT AND SPIRITUAL POVERTY 
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Mark Twain once said about India that it is the “One land that all men desire to see, and 

having seen once, by even a glimpse, would not give that glimpse for all the shows of all the 

rest of the globe combined.” With its rich history, vibrant culture, savory curries, dazzling 

temples, serene rice fields, and boisterous megaci#es, India is a feast for the senses. I will 

never forget my first trip to India in 2010. Nothing can quite prepare you for the sights, 

sounds, and smells of this mysterious land where water buffalo freely roam the streets, 

makeshi* temples dot the landscape, and city streets teem with millions of people.  
 

However, beneath the veneer of this emerging economic and technological behemoth, India 

harbors a desperate secret: this land of enchantment is also a land of great spiritual poverty. 

It is es#mated that one-third of all unreached people groups in existence (2,445) live on the 

subcon#nent of India, making it the greatest concentra#on of unreached people groups in 

the world. Out of a popula#on of 1.3 billion people there are over one billion who have 

never heard the good news of Jesus Christ. The spiritual crisis is acute. 
 

Since its incep#on, ITEM has focused our training exclusively on Africa. However, it has 

become clear to us that the #me has come to expand our training beyond Africa. What more 

strategic place to expand than into India where the most unreached people in the world 

live? By training the few who train the many, we can mul#ply the gospel where it is needed 

the most.  
 

As you may remember, Dan Packer, who is one of our associate trainers                                

began training a small group of pastors in Kerala this past September.                                                     

In mid-January, I, along with another ITEM associate, Pastor Caleb                                                    

Hilbert, will be headed to Odisha to begin training with another group.  
 

While the opportuni#es abound, so do the challenges. I’m reminded of the apostle Paul’s 

words to the Corinthians that a wide door for effec#ve work had opened to him, but there 

were many adversaries (1 Cor 16:9). Some of the challenges that we face as we seek to see a 

movement of God’s Word in India include the persecu#on of Chris#ans (especially pastors) in 

the form of an#-conversion laws due to the radical Hindu government, grinding poverty 

(over 800 million people live on less than $2 per day), illiteracy (over 300 million people are 

illiterate), and the impact of the caste system, which is entrenched in Indian culture.   
 

One significant difference between our work in Africa and India is that Sub-Saharan Africa is 

predominantly Chris#an, while India is approximately 80% Hindu. This fact affects our 

logis#cs as we cannot be as “public” in our training. Nevertheless, we are confident that the  

 



Lord of the Harvest will empower us to be faithful and 

fruiFul in our training so that the gospel might be 

advanced through the building of healthy and vibrant 

churches.  
 

Would you pray for us as we prepare to begin our training 

in India this month?  
 

Dr. Chris McMillan 

 

Greetings from the Glasscock’s Greetings from the Glasscock’s Greetings from the Glasscock’s Greetings from the Glasscock’s in Uganda, 

and blessings on the New Year! Things in Uganda have pro-

gressed much beJer in 2022 than in preceding years. 2020 

saw long covid lockdowns which severely restricted our la-

bors. 2021 came with a few more covid restric#ons, but 

churches were finally allowed to meet and seminars resume, 

so we began to pursue ITEM’s mentoring program with a 

vengeance and to complete the I-COMP and Bible Study 

Methods/Expository Preaching Seminars in the various places. 

In 2022, Mentoring classes con#nued, and most of the men-

toring classes will finish their two year course in 2023. I have 

been going to the various class loca#ons to finish the Bible 

Study Methods/Expository Preaching Seminar, and also to 

conduct a verse by verse exposi#on of Genesis 1-11. The 

founda#on of biblical understanding, not to men#on a correct 

world-view, begins in correctly understanding Genesis 1-11. 

Going verse by verse through Genesis 1-11 also gives us the 

opportunity to con#nue to show the paJern for exposi#on 

and literal interpreta#on. The ITEM team members who com-

plete the teaching of their mentoring classes in 2023 will also 

begin teaching ITEM’s IFCL and I-COMP Seminars to new 

groups of men in prepara#on for a second round of mentor-

ing classes. The students who complete the mentoring classes 

are to be engaged in the teaching of the IFCL Seminar to new 

students as well, following the model of 2 Timothy 2:2: “The 

things which you (Timothy) have heard from me (Paul) in the 

presence of many witnesses, entrust these to faithful men 

who will be able to teach others, also.” I am encouraged to 

see how many of the current mentoring groups are already 

teaching others! In 2021, Amber began teaching the ladies in 

our church a class on being a godly wife from Titus 2:3-5. It 

had such great impact that the word spread, and now she is in 

demand as a teacher among the ladies. She has completed 

the seminar in three places, and should complete a fourth in 

January. Of course, being a wife, mom, and homeschool 

teacher requires most of her #me, but we are so thankful for 

her opportunity to be a blessing to others! Health has been a 

constant issue for our family here. We’re s#ll trying to get to 

the boJom of it, but we’re pressing on, knowing God’s grace 

is sufficient. We appreciate your prayers for strength. We an-

#cipate returning to the U.S. in February to see family, visit 

churches, and Lord willing, raise more support for the work of 

the ministry here. Our goal is to return to Uganda and con#n-

ue the work in September. We appreciate your prayers, and 

look forward to the possibility of seeing you in 2023!  

On the Horizon 
CHRIS  is traveling to India, Tanzania Jan 15-28 and to the DR Feb 27-Mar 6  

STEVE  will  be traveling to Kenya, Madagascar and Burundi Jan 11-25 
 

 

Please pray for travel mercies of our upcoming trips, as well  as the spiritual growth of our pastors in training.  

WOMEN’S MINISTRY IN UGANDA  

I con#nue to hear amazing tes#monies from women aJending 

our Godly Wives class! Two weeks ago, we held a 3 day class at 

our church here in Busia. Some of the women who came had 

aJended a class previously. Two of them shared tes#monies of 

the wonderful changes they are seeing in their rela#onships 

with their husbands and children as they have been applying 

what they learned from God's Word! One said that, when the 

opportunity came for her to aJend the class again, her hus-

band had urged her to go, offering to take care of the children 

to allow her to aJend. (This is truly amazing in this culture). 

Her husband has been so encouraged with the changes in their 

home and didn't want her to miss the class. Another shared 

how she had begun to obey God's Word and she was so en-

couraged with the rela#onship that she is now enjoying with 

her husband and children. Everyone who aJend the class re-

ceives printed notes for each lesson. One woman has taken her 

notes and started teaching other ladies.  

Amber Glasscock 


