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Apologetics, Africa, & Answers 
 

Dear ITEM Partner, 
 

In recent months, I have been reporting on the developments of ITEM’s 
new apologetics ministry. Apologetics, of course, is being prepared to 
defend the truth claims of Christianity by giving reasonable, rational 
answers to the questions people ask.  
 

When the word apologetics is mentioned, many immediately think that 
means answering questions about creation and evolution, or debating 
Mormons or Jehovah’s Witnesses or Muslims, and they shy away. But the 
truth is, all of us are called to be apologists. Jude 3 says we are to 
contend for the faith. 1 Peter 3:15 says we are to be prepared to give an 
answer for the hope that is within us, and this is what we are helping 
followers of Christ learn to do in Africa. 
 
During my recently completed trip, I had the opportunity to give two 
apologetics talks to a group of 150 on Saturday and 180 on Sunday. One 
talk was on the biblical worldview and how easily it can be tainted by 
culture, tradition, and social media, and 
then comparing the pure biblical 
worldview with other prominent 
worldviews like naturalism and Islam. 
The second talk was “Finding Answers in 
God’s Story.”  
 
Naturalism (the worldview declaring 
there is no God) does not have a unifying 
“story.” The existence of everything is 
due to randomness and chance, 
including humans. That means each 
individual needs to find their own truth, 
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Please Pray… 
 
• that worldview and apologetics 
presentations will be beneficial to the 
attendants 
• that the transition of ITEM leadership will 
be seamless 

• that our coordinators and teams will grow 
in Christ and focus on the ITEM mission as they 
continue their seminars and mentoring 
meetings 

• that upcoming IFCL seminars will be fruitful  
 

On the Horizon… 
 

Steve’s Schedule 

• February 4th Worldview Presentation (virtual) 

• February 5th, 12th, 19th Apologetics Series @ True 
Hope Church in Forest Grove, Oregon  

• February 16th, 23rd NT Survey & Apologetics 
Conference (virtual) 

• March 8th-10th Shepherd’s Conference in Sun 
Valley, CA 

Chris’ Schedule 

• February 26th Parkview Baptist in Newport News 

• March 27th Pinecrest Baptist in Portsmouth 

• April   Trip to Ethiopia, DRC, Zambia 

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE 

APOLOGETICS AND LISTENING 
 
James, in his discussion of temptation, trials, and the good things from God in James 1:12-18, follows 
this by saying, “This we know . . . but everyone must be quick to hear, slow to speak, and slow to an-
ger…” This same principle applies to being a good “apologist.” When someone brings up some spe-
cific problem they have with Christianity, don’t feel like you need to immediately respond with rea-
sonable answers. First step? “Be quick to hear,” listen! As you listen, ask clarifying questions. Your 
goal? Learn as much as you can about their issues with Christianity. Find out when they first started 
thinking about it and what got them to start thinking about it. Find out if anyone tried to answer that 
question for them up to now and how have other tried to answer? Give them an opportunity to “get it 
all out.” Listen, ask questions, then listen some more. Your first objective? Learn as much as you can. 
It might be that in this meeting you do nothing but listen and learn. That leaves the door open for fur-
ther discussion and gives you time to think about and look for a rational, reasonable answer. Remem-
ber, our goal in these hard, often emotional, discussions is not to win the argument but to win the 
person. 



ITEM currently ministers to 14 African countries across central Africa – Liberia, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Republic of Congo, The 

Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), Rwanda, Burundi, Uganda, Tanzania, Kenya, Malawi, Zambia, and Madagascar. In each of these 

countries, the Christian religion has flourished but biblical knowledge and pastoral training has lagged far behind. 95% of pastors in the 

majority world have not received any kind of formal Bible training and are in need of ITEM. 

meaning, and purpose. The biblical worldview has a unifying story: Creation, Fall, Redemption, 
Restoration/New Creation. When one understands this unifying story (often referred to as a 
metanarrative), most questions are answered. For example, in Genesis 3, the fall (when sin 
entered the world) resulted in both man and the ground being cursed. That has led to disease, 
sickness, murder, genocide, wars, earthquakes, floods, droughts and all other causes of evil, pain, 
and suffering. 
 
When the weekend events were finished and Pastor Patrick Njau, who organized the weekend, was 
driving me back to my guest house, he said to me, “Before this weekend I thought that to be an 
apologist, I would have to be able to debate scientists and Muslims but now I see that apologetics is 
for everyone and I want to be an apologist.” It is my plan to work with Patrick virtually moving 
forward. 
 
Another stop on this trip was in Burundi to meet with ITEM’s team there. It was just a one-day 
stopover. At then end of my time with the team, I mentioned my transitioning to an apologetics 
ministry and my particular burden for the next generation. In America, about 70% of our young 
people who grow up in a Christian home and attend church regularly, leave the faith when they 
leave the home. That is my burden.  I let them know I wanted to help them keep that from 
happening in Africa. One team member, Alphonse, told me that he had the same burden and had 
been praying for someone to help him reach the youth. He thought I might be the answer to his 
prayer. I plan on working with Alphonse virtually as well. 
 
In coming weeks, I will be doing virtual talks on worldview, NT Survey and Apologetics, and Bible 
Study Methods and Apologetics. Along with these opportunities, God is opening doors locally. I 
have a three-talk apologetics presentation for 
churches that I will be speaking at for a 
second time in February. If your church 
wants more information about this series, let 
me know. 
 
I am grateful for these opportunities and pray 
that God will open other doors where we can 
help followers of Christ be prepared to make                          
a defense for the hope we have in Christ. 
 
Steve Van Horn 
 

 

 

 

 

Women’s Ministry in Africa 
Sandee Cnossen, Board Member 
 

I just returned from a trip to Africa, and I am completely over-
whelmed with gratitude & joy.  While this was not my first trip 
to Africa, it was my first time as a representative of ITEM, and 
my experience was both enlightening & enriching.  

Women’s Ministry is a relatively new thing at ITEM, and so I felt like kind of a pioneer going in. While I 
was there, I hoped to meet with a variety of women in a few different churches, and to talk with them 
about what they would like to see and do regarding ministries for women in their local churches.  I was 
partnered with a wonderful woman from Kenya, named Dorcas.  She was my traveling partner, inter-
preter, and ultimately- my good friend.  Together we conducted meetings in three separate locations, 
and we were totally amazed by the responses we received.  In Gatundu and Kisumu in Kenya, and in 
Busia in Uganda, we were able to share a day filled with talking, singing & prayer with many beautiful 
women who desire to mentor & lead other women, & to develop and grow ministries that point & guide 
all women to their Savior, Jesus Christ.   

One of the topics we studied together was “Women in the Bible”. We took a close look at fifteen differ-
ent women in Scripture, and we discovered the characteristics that made them impactful and memo-
rable.  This was very well-received and I got many requests to make it into an actual Bible study.  We 
repeated over and over how valuable and precious we are-as women- to Jesus… how much He loves us 
and desires a relationship with us.   

Now that I am back home, it is my hope that the momentum we gained during those meetings will not 
be lost.  Dorcas and I have established “WhatsApp” group chats with women leaders from all three lo-
cations and we plan to work directly with them to begin the important work of establishing flourishing 
women’s ministries in their churches.  We want to train and mentor these women who are committed 
to leading, so that they, in turn, can mentor others.  They are so ready, eager, and excited!  I ask for 
your prayers as we move forward with our plans to develop these important ministries in these 
churches.  We are also hoping to address the need these women have for Bibles.  Very few of them own 
or have access to a Bible, and of course, that makes it very difficult to study & to grow in their faith.   

As we plan and dream about making this ministry a permanent part of ITEM’s outreach, I would covet 
your support- financially and in prayer.  The time is right, and the time is now to begin to train and 
equip women in Africa to lead 
others to Jesus!   

 

God bless you & THANK YOU! 

 

Sandee Cnossen 


