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April 2021 
 
Dear ITEM Partner, 
 
In times like these it is good to keep reminding ourselves of Psalm 46:6-10. 
 

The nations rage, the kingdoms totter; he utters his voice, the earth melts. The LORD of hosts is 
with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress. Come, behold the works of the LORD, how he has 
brought desolations on the earth. He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; he breaks the bow 
and shatters the spear; he burns the chariots with fire. "Be still and know that I am God. I will be 
exalted among the nations. I will be exalted in the earth!" The LORD of hosts is with us; the 
God of Jacob is our fortress. 

 
After not traveling to Africa for a year, I decided it was time to re-engage. To keep things simple, I stayed 
in Kenya for two weeks, January 24 – February 5. By doing that I was only required to present a negative 
COVID report going in and another coming out. 
 
During those two weeks Dr. Nathan Chiroma, ITEM Director of Mentoring and Special Assistant, and I 
conducted the ITEM Conference on Ministry and Preaching (ICOMP) in Embu, met with the ITEM 
leadership team in Kisumu, dedicated ITEM’s first Resource Center (Bungoma), and met with the 
Ugandan leadership team (Busia). Before leaving, I had a meeting with Kevin Muriithi, the head of 
Apologetics Kenya. We discussed the topic of apologetics in Kenya, which is a growing interest of mine.  
 
UPDATE REGARDING RESOURCES 
At each stop, we were providing our team members with some of the resources paid for with funds raised 
during our year-end giving campaign. These resources included flash drives filled with public domain 
Bible study resources and cables to attach the drives to their phones or, in some cases, tablets. This 
provision gives them access to resources to use when preparing sermons. 
 
A second resource was copies of the newly published booklet, The E4 Church Strategy, which describes 
ITEM’s idea of a biblical church based on Ephesians 4:11-16. These booklets were available for purchase 
at the conference in Embu and sold out. This booklet will be a standard offering at all ITEM seminars in 
the future. 
 
We have also purchased Chromebooks and Video projectors for each of the twelve teams but, until 
African countries begin loosening COVID regulations and ITEM associates start traveling again, it will be 
difficult to get them there. 
 
BLINDSIDED BY THE VIRUS 
Coming out of Kenya I had to have a negative Covid test in hand before I could leave. I was tested on a 
Wednesday. It came back “negative.” On Thursday I went back to the hospital to get the written report. I 
stayed at a guest house until I left on a late-night flight Friday. All the way home, every traveler had to 
have temperatures taken and show a negative Covid report. I got home on a Saturday; the following 
Monday and Tuesday I had mild symptoms. I tested positive on Wednesday, February 10, and went into 



quarantine. Let me just say, it was a terrible week. It never got into my lungs, but it was terrible 
nonetheless. But by God’s grace I recovered AT HOME not in Kenya. 
 
JUST WHEN YOU THOUGHT…. 
This letter was to preview my next trip. Now with immunities and the vaccine, I was returning to Kenya to 
conduct two seminars and possibly speak at an apologetics meeting for pastors. I had tickets and 
everything was being set up when the announcement came that Nairobi was being locked down for the 
third time due to an increase in the number of infections, hospitalizations, and deaths in March. That 
means I could get into Nairobi but they would not let me leave town to conduct ministry. After 
considering many possible alternatives, I decided to postpone this trip for a month and see how it looks 
then. This is a huge disappointment, but as the Psalmist wrote in Psalm 46: 

 
“The nations rage, the kingdoms totter; he utters his voice, the earth melts. The LORD of hosts is 
with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress . . .” and God says to us (me), "Be still and know that I 
am God . . .”  

 
MINISTRY CONTINUES 
Covid restrictions are making it exceedingly difficult to move from country to country or even for 
outsiders to get into the country. Madagascar’s regulations make it almost impossible to even get into the 
country. Others require a test before you enter and a test almost immediately after entering and 
quarantining until the test results get back to you. But that doesn’t keep our national teams from 
conducting ministry. So, our teams in Kenya, Uganda, Burundi, Rwanda, Tanzania, and continue to 
conduct seminars and mentoring meetings with great success. 
 
MAJOR CONCERN – PLEASE PRAY 
While many places in the US are open and others are opening slowly, it is not the case in Africa. Vaccines 
are not available yet in most places and my concern is that the lockdowns in Africa are going to continue 
into the foreseeable future, which means we cannot get our Associates back there nor the equipment we 
are able to purchase because of the response to our year-end fund-raising campaign. 
 
WELCOME MONICA BRINDOS 
After serving as my Administrative Assistant since October 2018, Michelle Lute is moving out of the area 
and we are welcoming Monica Brindos as her replacement. Monica brings experience from the private and 
public sectors plus years of volunteer work with several worthy organizations. 
 
By His grace, 

 
Dr. Stephen Van Horn 
Founder/President 
 
 
 PRAYER 

~ for the loosening of Covid restrictions in Africa 
~ for the teams continuing to do ministry on their own 
~ for Covid in Kenya to cool down so I can return in a month 
~ for Monica Brindos as she assumes her position as ITEM’s Admin Assistant 

 
ON THE HORIZON 

~ May 28-June 13 (tentative) – rescheduled trip to Kenya 
~ June 28-July 2 – IFCA National Convention in Lincoln, NE  

 
 
 
 
 


